Week 38
I Never Knew You
Matthew 7:21-23
Recap
In the past two teachings, Jesus has been leading us to a sobering reality. In Matthew 7:13-14, He contrasted the narrow road with the broad one. He explained that there are only two paths in life, each with its own gate, route, and destination. The broad road is wide, comfortable, and filled with crowds of people. It requires no surrender, no repentance, and no true devotion; it claims to lead to heaven but ultimately leads to eternal damnation. The narrow road is hard, few are on it, and it requires humility and submission to God’s will. This is why few choose it, but it alone leads to eternal life. This teaching reminded us that following Christ has always meant choosing the harder, less popular way of true discipleship rather than simply blending in with cultural or empty religion.
In last week’s message, Jesus warned us about false prophets and teachers. These leaders may look spiritual and sound convincing, but they are like wolves dressed in sheep’s clothing. Outwardly, they seem harmless, but inwardly, they are destructive. Jesus gave us the “fruit test,” telling us that we will know them by their fruit. True teachers produce fruit that reflects God’s character: humility, holiness, love, and faithfulness to the true gospel. False teachers, however, bear rotten fruit such as pride, greed, division, and compromise. They lead people into false teachings. This warning reminds us to be discerning. We are not to live in suspicion of everyone, but we must test all teachings against the authority of Scripture. All our efforts will be empty if we cling to deceptive teachings.
Jesus has now prepared His listeners to face one of the most sobering and frightening portions of Scripture. It is possible to call Him “Lord” and even perform great works in His name, and yet still be found outside of the kingdom of God. Let’s dive deeper into this week’s lesson.

READ: Matthew 7:21-23 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  On that day, many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’
The Meaning of Lord!
The Greek word for Lord is kyrios , which means: He to whom a person or thing belongs, about which he has power of deciding. Master, lord; the owner; one who has control of the person, the master; is a title of honor expressive of respect and reverence, with which servants greet their master; a title given to Jesus as God, the Messiah. 
In this context, Jesus is referring to how He will be addressed in the final judgment. That all men will appear before Him. Jesus is clearly giving Himself the title of God, Messiah, and Master over all. This makes Him not just a good teacher or prophet but God who will judge all things. 
In Hebrew culture, repeating a word added force and emotion. Saying “Lord, Lord” expresses passion, urgency, and strong appeal. We see this in other places, like “Martha, Martha” or “Jerusalem, Jerusalem” or “Saul, Saul,” why are you persecuting Me? By doubling the address, the people are not casual; they are passionate and really believe what they are saying is true. 
In the first century, “Lord” was also a term of allegiance. People would use it for kings or even Caesar. To call Jesus “Lord” meant you were declaring Him your rightful Master. That is why Romans 10:9 ties salvation to confessing “Jesus is Lord” and believing in Him from the heart. You are saying another now owns me, I am a “slave” of Christ. 
It was and still is a declaration of complete allegiance. However, even though the title was accurate and the appeal was intense, Jesus warns that words alone are not enough. Many will say the right thing with their lips while their lives show no submission to God’s will. Their profession of “Lord, Lord” is empty because it is not matched by obedience. Jesus’s point is piercing: You can confess His Lordship verbally yet deny it in your actions. 
The repetition “Lord, Lord” shows people who are sincere, emotional, and even convinced of their own spirituality, but Jesus says sincerity is not the same as salvation. To call Him Lord while living in disobedience is self-deception. The true mark of acknowledging Jesus as Lord is submission to His will.
Obedience
As we continue in this passage, Jesus makes it very clear that not everyone who says “Lord, Lord” will enter the kingdom of heaven. This includes people who appear sincere, passionate, and even convinced that they belong to Christ. On the day of judgment, many will cry out to Him with great intensity, believing they are safe. Notice these are not followers of false religions like Islam, Buddhism, or other gods. Jesus is talking about people who honestly thought they were Christians.
This raises a very sober question. If they believed with such passion, why are they being turned away? Jesus Himself gives us the answer: “But the one who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.” Words and religious activity are not enough; true faith shows itself in obedience.
The issue is that these people did things their own way rather than God’s way. They may have been busy in religious works, but they never humbled themselves under the authority of God’s Word. They trusted in their deeds, their spiritual experiences, or their own sense of righteousness instead of submitting to Christ as Lord. Their lives were marked by self-will rather than surrender.
Jesus is teaching us that salvation is not about enthusiasm, appearances, or outward ministry. It is about humble, obedient submission to God’s will. True disciples are not perfect, but their lives are characterized by repentance and obedience that flows from love for Christ. To call Him Lord while refusing to obey Him is a contradiction.

READ: Matthew 12:50 “For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.”
READ: John 14:15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”
READ: Luke 6:46 “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do what I tell you?”
READ: Hebrews 5:9 “And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him.”
READ: 1 John 2:4 “Whoever says 'I know him' but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him.”
There are about 500 passages in the Bible that refer to doing God’s will and walking in obedience to Him. I encourage you to do a study on this in your private time. 
The life of someone who follows the narrow path will match their profession, not just publicly, but also behind closed doors when no one is watching. As Jesus has been teaching throughout this entire sermon, it comes down to a changed heart. “Have you been changed?” “Are you a new creation?” 
Many people experience changes in their behavior as they grow older. Time, experience, and maturity can cause us to calm down, drink less, stop partying, or tone down some of the outward rebellion of our youth. This kind of moral improvement can make us look more respectable, but it is not the same as being born again. We are made in the image of God, and because of that, we all have a conscience and the ability to modify our outward behavior. But natural maturity is not a new life in Christ.
Jesus is not talking about people who have “cleaned up” a little bit on the outside. He is talking about a transformation that begins on the inside, a heart made new by the power of the gospel. Being born again is not about sinning less as we get older; it is about being made a new creation in Christ. The real question is not, “Have I become more moral over time?” but “Has the gospel changed you?”

They Moved in “Miracles”
Their plea to Jesus was not only did they passionately recognize He is Lord intellectually, but now they are defaulting to their works in Matthew 7:22 for entrance into the Kingdom. Not just any work but miraculous work. 
Scholars have three common historical beliefs about the miracles performed by people who are disobedient unbelievers. 
1. God will sometimes use false prophets or unbelievers to do His work.
 
a. Balaam the Sorcerer. Though he was greedy and hired to curse Israel, God overruled his intentions and made him bless Israel. Even Balaam’s donkey miraculously spoke truth when Balaam himself was blind to God’s messenger. This shows that God can put His words even in the mouth of a false prophet for His sovereign purposes (Numbers 22:22-35)
b. King Saul: In Saul’s later rebellion, the Spirit came upon him, causing him to prophesy all night and restraining him from harming David (1 Samuel 19:23-24). Saul’s life, however, was marked by disobedience, jealousy, and rebellion, and God ultimately rejected him as king. This shows that God can use even a rebellious man for His purposes, but outward signs of the Spirit are not the same as true salvation.
c. Judas Iscariot: Judas was sent out with the other disciples to preach, heal, and cast out demons. He participated in miraculous ministry, but was not truly born again. He betrayed Christ and was called the “son of perdition.” His work was not proof of his salvation.

2. Demonic Powers are on Display
 
a. False Christs and False Prophets: Jesus warned us that false christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to deceive people away from the true gospel (Matthew 24:24). 
b. Simon the Sorcerer: had the entire town under his persuasive witchcraft powers. He used them to deceive a whole group of people (Acts 8:9-24). 
c. Lying Signs and Wonders: Paul warned us in 2 Thessalonians 2:8-10 that Satan will operate in lying signs and wonders. 

3. Exaggeration and Lying

a. False Apostles and Deceitful Workers: 2 Corinthians 11:13-15 "For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. So it is no surprise if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. Their end will correspond to their deeds.”
b. Using Science to Deceive: One of the most potent tools in large gatherings is atmosphere. Worship music and emotional preaching can heighten feelings, lower critical awareness, and make people more open to suggestions. Research confirms that many reported “healings” in such settings are often psychosomatic, temporary relief from headaches, fatigue, or pain rather than undeniable miracles like restoring limbs or healing genetic conditions such as Down Syndrome. 

Scripture acknowledges true miracles in the ministry of Jesus and others; however, today, most claims are often exaggerated with little to no real proof, or are emotionally driven, utilizing scientific tools such as hypnotic methods, and even involve outright lying and deception.
The Bible warns us to test everything by the Word of God. Satan uses emotional manipulation and false signs to give people a sense of assurance while they remain on the broad road. Jesus’s warning is urgent: only those who do the Father’s will are truly known by Him. Therefore, we must seek wisdom and discernment, not chase after sensational experiences or follow people simply because they seem to have some supernatural gift. 

OPEN DISCUSSION

Depart from Me, I never Knew You! 
Jesus is now saying to those who are disobedient, no matter how passionate and sincere they think they are, they have no real relationship with Him. 
In the Old Testament, the Hebrew word “know” is yada, which often describes intimacy. For example: “Adam knew Eve, his wife, and she conceived”. In the New Testament, to be “known” by God means to be in covenant fellowship with Him. Paul reminds us, “But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God” (Galatians 4:9). Jesus’s statement in Matthew 7:23 reveals that these people never had a genuine saving relationship with Him; they were strangers to Him, even though they thought otherwise.
The words “Depart from me” echo Old Testament judgment language. Psalm 6:8 says, “Depart from me, all you workers of evil.” This is the judgment seat of Christ, where we all will stand someday.  What will matter on that day is not whether we think we “know” Him, but whether He is in covenant with us. Did He ever come and make a home inside us? Or are we self-deceived? 
This is why Jesus says in John 10:27, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.” Notice that two things identify His sheep: He knows them, and they follow Him. Hearing His voice is not about waiting for audible words, having extraordinary dreams, or private revelations; it is about receiving and obeying the Word of Christ given to us in the Scriptures. The Bible is the voice of the Shepherd to His people.
READ: John 8:31-32 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
READ: John 14:23-24 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.  Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father's who sent me.”
READ: John 17:17 In Jesus’s prayer to the Father for us, He prays, “Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.”
READ: 2 Timothy 3:16-17 “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.”
READ: Hebrews 1:1-2 “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world.”
So the question becomes: Do we follow His commands, His words, His ways, His will? True sheep do not just listen with their ears; they obey with their lives. From Genesis to Revelation, God’s Word reveals His grace toward His people and calls them to walk in loving obedience. We are not saved because of our obedience, but our obedience is evidence that we belong to Him.
Workers of Lawlessness
When Jesus says, “Depart from me, you workers of lawlessness,” He is revealing the actual condition of those who claimed to follow Him. The word translated “lawlessness” comes from the Greek anomia, which means “without law” or “living as if there is no law.” It describes a way of life that rejects God’s authority and chooses self-will instead of submission to His Word.
These people were not atheists or pagans; they were religious and even claimed to perform miracles in Jesus’s name. Outwardly, their ministry looked powerful. But Jesus exposes the truth. Behind all the activity, their lives were marked by disobedience. They were using His name without yielding to His lordship. Their words and works did not flow from a heart transformed by the gospel.
Lawlessness is more than just struggling with sin; we all stumble and need daily grace. It is a lifestyle of rebellion, where someone consistently refuses God’s authority while still claiming to belong to Him. This is why 1 John 3:4 says, “Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness.” But just a few verses later, John reassures us, “No one who abides in him keeps on sinning.” In other words, true believers cannot live comfortably in rebellion against God’s Word. 
The difference is clear: false disciples practice lawlessness while true disciples pursue holiness. Genuine followers of Christ are not perfect, but they are marked by repentance, obedience, and a growing desire to live under God’s Word. Outward work and impressive ministry cannot cover up a lawless heart. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind, soul, and strength, and love your neighbor as yourself; this is the law Christ left us to obey. If we truly love God, we will abide by His word, every jot and tittle; we will be fully submitted to Him, not trying to do it our way. 
SUMMARY
At the end of the day, Matthew 7:21-23 confronts us with one question: Am I just a sincere professor of faith, or a faithful follower of Jesus Christ? Words, work, and emotions are not enough. Jesus is not impressed by titles, zeal, or even miraculous claims. He looks for hearts transformed by the gospel and lives marked by obedience. “Have you been changed?” 
The good news is that Christ has done for us what we could never do. He lived the perfect life of obedience, died the death we deserved, and rose again in victory. Salvation is a gift of grace received through faith, but that grace never leaves us unchanged. To know Christ is to be made new, to walk the narrow road, to love Him enough to obey Him.
So the challenge is this: Are we satisfied with an empty profession of “Lord, Lord,” or have we truly surrendered to Him as our Master? Have we embraced a comfortable lukewarm Christianity, or have we died to ourselves and taken up our cross to follow Him? One path leads to the most tragic words ever spoken: “Depart from Me, I never knew you.” The other leads to eternal life and the joy of hearing, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” Which path are you on today? 

Homework
1. Go back through the last three studies, the narrow path, the false prophets, and today’s, and work with the Holy Spirit in self-examining your walk. Look up all the scriptures and conduct some word studies, as Stephen suggested, on obeying God. 
2. Show up tomorrow at the Fall Festival, shine the light of Christ with love for our community! 


Upcoming Events
Tomorrow, all hands on deck for the Fall Festival. If you can help set up, be there by 10 am. The festival runs from 2 pm to 5 pm, and we will also need volunteers to help with the teardown. 

Stephen has been back at the university, and it has been very fruitful. If you are available in the mornings, let him know. He distributes tracts and candy, prays with students, and shares the gospel of Jesus Christ with them. He is typically there on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9 am to 11 am and on Fridays from 11 am to 1 pm. He serves Akron University and Cleveland State. 

The weather is shifting, we are collecting supplies for the homeless, and planning an upcoming outreach. 

If you're interested in doing more outreach, we invite you to help plan events, set up, and be willing to go out and serve. We need teams to be out there spreading the good news of Jesus! 




