Week 39 
Matthew 7:24-29
RECAP
As we conclude our almost two-year journey through the Sermon on the Mount, let’s take a moment to remember what Jesus has taught us. He began with kingdom identity, showing us in the Beatitudes what type of character the people who fill His kingdom to come will have. He gives clear instructions that we will become the salt and light in the world. He explains that the law is fulfilled in Him, and His people’s righteousness will exceed that of the Pharisees, giving a very high bar in the crowd's eyes. From there, He unfolded what true righteousness looks like, not an external show, but a heart that is transformed and sold out to God’s will. 
Jesus then shifted our focus to living quietly without seeking attention and to prioritizing God's kingdom. He taught us to give, pray, and fast for the Father’s eyes only, to stay fixed on heaven, storing our treasures there, and to seek His kingdom first. In life's storms and especially at the final judgment, our true treasures will be revealed. He next called us to community discernment and the narrow road, encouraging us to judge with humility and to keep asking, seeking, and knocking for wisdom and discernment because we need to distinguish truth from error. We must enter the narrow gate and be cautious of false prophets, for by their fruit we will recognize them. He warned us about the deception of the wide road and of the leaders who guide many onto it. 
Finally, Jesus showed us what true discipleship is. He warned us that it is not a “Lord, Lord” profession or our performances that matter, but doing the will of His Father as taught by Him. 

Today, we will look at Jesus summarizing it all! (No open discussion until the very end, so we can get through the teaching before dark)


A House Built on the Rock
READ: Matthew 7:24-25 “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock:  and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.” NKJV 
The word “therefore” shows us that Jesus is not starting a new idea but drawing a direct conclusion from what He has just said. He has warned that on judgment day, many will call Him “Lord,” yet He will say, “Depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness”. In the context of the Sermon on the Mount, “lawlessness” does not simply mean breaking civil law, but living in open rebellion against God’s authority, choosing sin, hypocrisy, and disobedience over submission to Christ. It is hearing His words but refusing to live by them. Jesus has already exposed what this looks like: anger and lust left unchecked (5:21-30), empty religious show (6:1-6), divided loyalties between God and money (6:19-24), and judgmental hypocrisy (7:1-5). Those who practice lawlessness may appear religious on the outside, but their hearts remain unchanged and unsubmitted to God’s Word.
Jesus paints the picture of a wise builder to drive His point home. In those days, a man who wanted to build well would dig down past the loose sand and reach the solid bedrock beneath. This required considerable time, hard effort, and planning. Yet only this kind of foundation could withstand the violent storms that swept suddenly through the land, with rains rushing into dry streambeds and turning them into raging torrents. 
The rock is not simply hearing His words or even admiring His wisdom; it is active obedience to them. To “do” what Christ says is the wise and only safe way to live.
When Jesus speaks of the “rock,” He uses the Greek word (petra), which means a large mass of solid rock, bedrock, or a foundation stone. 
This use of “rock” also connects with other passages of Scripture. In the Old Testament, God Himself was often called “the Rock” 
To Israel, the Rock was a symbol of God’s faithfulness, stability, and protection. Now, Jesus applies that imagery to Himself and His teaching. In Matthew 16:18, when Peter confesses, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God,” Jesus responds, “on this rock I will build My church.” There, too, the rock points to the revealed truth of God’s Word in Christ, the confession of who He is, and the foundation He provides for His people, which is the WORD! 
The rock is not just hearing His teaching, but obeying it. To build on the rock means to anchor your whole life to Jesus’ words, living them out in absolute obedience. 
Notice, too, that Jesus is not offering an optional add-on to the Christian life. The storms will come. The rain will fall, the floods will rise, the winds will beat against every house; no one is exempt from trials in this life or from the ultimate judgment to come. The critical question is not whether the storm comes, but whether the house stands. Those who hear and obey Christ’s words will endure, not because they are stronger in themselves, but because their lives are anchored to something immovable: the Word of God, by the Spirit of God, through the Son of God. Obedience is the visible evidence of true discipleship.
READ: John 8:31  So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples.”
READ: 1 John 2:3-4  And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments.  Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him.
READ: Matthew 25:1-13  Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise.  For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. But at midnight, there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’  Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps.  And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’  And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. Afterward, the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’  But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’  Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”
Those Who Build a House on Sand
READ: Matthew 7:26-27 “And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.”
Jesus continues the picture by turning to the opposite kind of builder. Just as there is the wise man who built on the rock, there is also the foolish man who built his house on the sand. 
The Greek word for “foolish” here is (mōros), from which we get our English word “moron.” It describes someone dull, senseless, or without moral and spiritual discernment. 
In Proverbs and throughout Scripture, the fool is not someone who lacks intelligence but someone who despises wisdom and instruction, refusing to submit according to God’s ways.
The foolish man hears the very same words of Jesus, just as the wise man did. He is not ignorant of Christ’s teaching, nor is he unreligious. In fact, he may admire Jesus’ wisdom or even appear to follow Him outwardly. But the crucial difference is this: he does not do them. He hears without obeying, which is the essence of folly. This is what James warns against when he says, “Be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves” (James 1:22).
The house on the sand may stand for a time. In good weather, it might look stable, even impressive. But sand is unstable, shifting, and unable to bear weight when the storm arrives. Jesus emphasizes the inevitability of the storm: “the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house.” Just as with the wise builder, the storms of life and the final judgment come to all. But this time the result is devastating: “it fell, and great was the fall of it.” The collapse is total and final, symbolizing eternal ruin.
Jesus’ warning is clear: hearing without doing is worthless, and in the end, deadly. A life built on sand may look fine for a season, but when tested, it cannot endure. The tragedy is that many people will sit under Christ’s teaching, listen to His Word, and even claim His name, yet fail to submit their lives to Him in obedience. Outwardly, their “house” may appear spiritual, but the foundation is faulty. When judgment comes, their fall will be “great” not just in magnitude, but in eternal consequence.
The contrast between the wise and foolish builders commands each listener to make a choice. Both hear the exact words of Jesus; the only difference is obedience. The wise man shows his faith by digging deep and building on the rock of Christ’s words. He is striving!  The foolish man shows his folly by choosing the easier path, building quickly and superficially on sand. Jesus ends His sermon here so that no one can remain neutral. Every person is building a house; every house will face the storm; and every outcome will be determined by whether His words have been obeyed. We see him continuing with the same thought of the narrow path and the wide path. 
READ: 1 Corinthians 3:11-13  For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each one's work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done.”
READ: Hebrews 12:25-29 “See that you do not refuse Him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they refused Him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we reject Him who warns from heaven. At that time, His voice shook the earth, but now He has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.”  This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of things that are shaken, that is, things that have been made, so that the things that cannot be shaken may remain. Therefore, let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire.”
This passage in Hebrews reinforces exactly what Jesus teaches at the end of the Sermon on the Mount. Just as the house built on sand collapses under the storm, everything built on what is temporary will be shaken and removed. God’s voice once shook the earth at Sinai, and He will shake both heaven and earth again, exposing what cannot last. Only lives founded on Christ and obedience to His Word, the unshakable kingdom, will remain standing. That is why refusing His voice is so dangerous: the storm and the shaking are certain, and only those anchored in obedience to the words of the Rock of Christ will endure.
God’s Word is Our Final Authority
READ: Matthew 7:28-29 “And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes.”
When Jesus finished the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew tells us that the crowds were astonished at His teaching. 
The Greek word here, ekplesso, which means to be struck with amazement, almost as if they had been hit with a shock wave. 
They had heard many teachers before, but none had spoken like this. The scribes and rabbis taught by quoting long traditions of past teachers, always appealing to borrowed authority. 
Jesus did not need to lean on others. He declared, “You have heard that it was said, but I say to you.” He spoke as the final authority, presenting Himself as the one who fulfills the Law and speaks with the very voice of God.
This is what sets Him apart. The people recognized that His authority was different; it was profound, undeniable, divine, yet being amazed is not the same as being obedient. The crowd marveled, but Jesus had just warned that many who hear His word will be amazed but not obedient, as we discussed last week. Many are like foolish builders whose houses will collapse in the storm. Admiration is not enough. His teaching demands submission. The amazement of the crowd leaves us with the same question Jesus left them: Will we walk away impressed, or will we bow before the King and build our lives on His Word?
Scripture confirms this moment again and again. God promised through Moses in Deuteronomy 18 that He would raise a prophet whose words must be heard, and now Jesus stands before the people fulfilling that promise. Even His enemies later admitted, “No one ever spoke like this man” John 7:46. 
The Sermon on the Mount is not a collection of wise sayings for us to admire, but the manual of the kingdom of God given by its King to His creation. The crowds were amazed, but disciples are called to more than amazement. We are called to hear His words and do them, to submit to His authority, and to live with our lives anchored to the Rock. Jesus’ final word is a summons to decision: astonishment is not enough; obedience is the only proper response.

Self-Examination is a Community Project

1. Response to God’s Word
· Wise (Rock): The wise builder hears Jesus’ words and obeys them (Matt. 7:24; James 1:22-25). Obedience shows faith is genuine. They let Scripture correct, shape, and guide their daily choices.
· Foolish (Sand): The foolish builder also hears Jesus’ words but does not put them into practice (Matt. 7:26; Ezek. 33:31-32). They may nod in agreement or admire His teaching, but live unchanged and unsubmitted.
Reflection Questions:
· Where in my life am I listening to God’s Word but not following through in obedience?
· Do I allow Scripture to convict me and change my decisions, or do I resist it and insist on my own way, calling it grace? 
2. Character
· Wise (Rock): Their character reflects the Beatitudes (Matt. 5:3-10) humility, meekness, mercy, purity, and a hunger for righteousness. True wisdom is shown in the inner life, not just outward appearance (Prov. 9:10).
· Foolish (Sand): The fool despises wisdom and instruction (Prov. 1:7). They may look religious but are proud, self-sufficient, or resistant to correction. Their spirituality is shallow, seeking the approval of people rather than the approval of God (Matt. 6:1).
Reflection Questions:
· Which Beatitude most reflects my life right now? Which one challenges me the most? 
· Do I do it my own way, or am I submitted to God’s instruction even when I don’t like it? 
3. Actions
· Wise (Rock): They act on their faith. They reconcile quickly (Matt. 5:23-24), love their enemies (Matt. 5:44), give and pray in secret for God’s glory (Matt. 6:1-6), and choose heavenly treasures over earthly ones (Matt. 6:19-21). Their obedience is practical and visible.
· Foolish (Sand): They may perform religious acts for show (Matt. 6:2 & 5) or boast of works done in Jesus’ name (Matt. 7:22), but lack genuine obedience. Their service is often self-centered, seeking recognition rather than God’s glory.
Reflection Questions:
· What recent action in my life shows obedience to God’s Word rather than just words of agreement?
· Where am I tempted to practice religion for the approval of others instead of for God alone?

4. Foundation
· Wise (Rock): They dig deep, anchoring their life in Christ and His Word (Luke 6:47-48; 1 Cor. 3:11). This takes time, effort, and faith, but it produces stability. Their unseen foundation is strong because it rests on Jesus.
· Foolish (Sand): They take shortcuts, building quickly on sand because it looks easier. Their faith is surface-level, not rooted in Christ. In calm weather, their life may appear fine, but when tested, the weakness of their foundation is revealed.
Reflection Questions:
· Am I digging deep into God’s Word, prayer, and obedience, or am I building my faith superficially?
· If someone examined the unseen foundation of my life, what would they find?
5. Outcome in the Storm
· Wise (Rock): When storms come, whether life’s trials or the final judgment, the house stands firm because it is anchored in Christ (Psalm 62:1-2; Heb. 12:28). Their life endures because it rests on something eternal.
· Foolish (Sand): When storms come, the house collapses. Jesus warns, “Great was its fall” (Matt. 7:27). The fall is devastating because it is final. Outward appearances collapse when the foundation has been faulty all along.
Reflection Questions:
· How have past trials revealed the strength (or weakness) of my foundation?
· If I stood before God today, would my life show evidence of being built on Christ the Rock, or would it crumble like a house on sand?


Summary
The Sermon on the Mount calls us to nothing less than a life fully surrendered to Jesus. It challenges us to be set apart from the world, living not for ourselves, but for the glory of God. It shows us what it means to love the Lord with all our heart and to love others as ourselves, walking in the very character of Christ. Through the power of the Gospel, we are being transformed day by day, and though we will not reach perfection on this side of heaven, we are called to pursue holiness with all our hearts. True discipleship is not passive; it is an active, obedient walk that submits every part of life to God’s Word. To build on the solid Rock of Christ is to live with eyes fixed on eternity, unshaken by the storms of this world, confident that His kingdom alone will stand. 
Homework
1. Go through the reflection questions, looking up all the scriptures, and sitting quietly with the Holy Spirit.
2. Start looking at our next series, “Cultivating Christlike Character - The Fruit of the Spirit” Galatians 5:16-26. This will be about a 12-week series, as we break down these passages verse by verse. 
Upcoming Events
The October 3rd Bible study is at the church. It will be there for the rest of the winter season. 
October 11th & 12th Cornerstone Celebrates 70 years. Details to come 
October 18th, TBA. Let's plan a homeless outreach—see Matt if you'd like to help organize it. 
Hot Meal Outreach is back at the Church on 2nd and 4th Thursdays, 5:30 pm – 7pm each month. We need delivery drivers, cooks, servers, and clean-up and set-up. See Christy Johnson or Erma King
College Campus outreaches are ongoing. See Stephen for those. 
Collecting supplies for the homeless for winter. See Amy for what we need. 
